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no problem when you call in a god to cut the knot.
This is the tendency of the sentimentalist, who refuses
to be bound by the actual conditions. His creations
are ephemeral because only plausible, even to the
imagination, so long as the illusions to which they are
congenial survive. And he probably falls into the
further error that the emotion which he utters be-
comes as factitious as the laws which he invents.
The man who weeps because he is melted at the
sight of misery, touches us; but when he weeps be-
cause he finds it pleasant, or because he wishes to
make a public exhibition of his tenderness of heart,
we find him out by degrees and call him a humbug
and a sentimentalist. Sham feelings and moral facts
are the staple of the sentimentalist and the cause of
his inevitable decay.

These remarks may serve to suggest the tempta-
tions which most beset the author in our days, though
peculiar to our day only in the degree in which
authorship has become more professional. For the
ideal author is the man who, having discovered truth,
desires to reveal it to his fellows, or, being full of
perceptions of beauty, cannot resist the impulse to
embody them in words or outward symbols. But
when he desires also to live by his powers, he is at
once in a position of which all authors know the
peril. He becomes self-conscious ; for he has a per-